July 18th. 2010

Hi

NB: I am starting this letter for the second time!!! Something happened and everything just froze and would not respond. Even the backup was deleted!! I find computers extremely irritating. 


Well, Kaia is now two years old. I hope she received my present (which Nadine purchased on my behalf). I guess you have (or had) a birthday party this weekend. 


Nadine, we commented on Skype about the World Netball championships, which were held in Singapore. In the final last weekend, Australia beat NZ by 1 point (58-57) in the last second to take the title.


There has been quite a lot of thundery weather this past week. Still managed to get in my three swims though it meant juggling days and times to fit in with the weather. In the 15 minute 'warm-ups' I do each exercise day, I have switched from jogging (or recently walking - fast) to the “quadriceps” cross trainer exercise, which I find quite good. 


Saw on the Aus TV news that a group of 85 Sri Lankan IIs was about to head from Indonesia to NZ! Given the poor quality of the boats used, this would indeed be a perilous journey. The NZ PM said they would not be welcome - jumping the refugee queue - but did not say what would happen. Anyway, I don't think they set off as there has been no further report. 


Last Thursday - July 14th - was Bastille Day, the French National holiday. Do you remember when we were in Paris, seeing the outline of the former Bastille prison marked with stones set into the road? There have been a number of holidays in July in different places, First HK on July 1st and of course your own July 4th. 
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In HK, the Legislative Council held its last meeting in its current building, which was the former Supreme Court building. After the summer recess, the council will move to new buildings on the Wanchai waterfront, next to the (now PLA) military buildings, on the site used for many of the handover events - where Nadine performed. 


I received an e-mail yesterday from Webs.com saying that from September, they are to charge for most of their websites. So that means that my original website, i.e. http://rexssite.webs.com/ will disappear, as I am not going to pay for it! So, lucky I prepared a copy (well, not 100% the same but close) using html language which is the site hosted with a HK host: http://rmheyworth.hosthongkong.com/. However, Webs.com will still have free html sites, that is, sites where you have to prepare your own site as I did for for the HK website. 


Well, the Rupert Murdoch saga has certainly snowballed in the last couple of weeks since Nadine and I very briefly commented on a radio report about suspected hacking into mobile phones. For me, it is hard to feel sorry for the guy, given the way he acts and how important he feels himself to be. Unfortunately, many people who become rich and powerful, tend to develop there own sense of morality and believe that certain behaviours, which most find appalling, are acceptable. Also, he probably never told anyone to hack. He doesn't have to. All he needs to say is “Get the story - you job depends on it!” (or something similar) and so his staff will do things such as this in order to get the story. As you will be aware, Murdoch also owns Fox in the US. Yesterday I read an interesting comment which appeared in the New York Times saying that Fox News has significantly led to “the polarisation of American politics, the erosion of reasoned debate, the debunking of reason itself, and the ensuing Washington paralysis.” And this was written by a defender of Murdoch!!! Gordon Brown, the former British PM, whose suffered terrible hacking by Murdoch's “News of the World”, reportably because, unlike Tony Blair and the current PM, would not kowtow to Murdoch, accused them of “descending from the gutters to the sewers. The tragedy is they let the rats out of the sewers”. Strong stuff, but doubtless it reflects what a lot of people think. (See story at : http://www.metro.co.uk/news/869261-angry-gordon-brown-blasts-sewer-rats-at-new-of-the-world ). More on the scandal will undoubtedly be revealed. We will see how it unfolds. (Just this minute there is a radio news report that the PM David Cameron had met with senior Murdoch executives 27 times in the last 15 months!)


The following was included in last year's letter, but I will retain it as it is worth remembering:


Another thing I picked up is a potential danger in using credit cards to pay for things by instalments. Apparently, when you do this, the credit card company first pays the business in full so the instalment payments go to the credit card company and not to the business. So, if the business goes bust and you have not received your goods or services, you cannot get any reimbursement from the business and it is the credit card company you are paying and your debt so must be paid in full! In HK recently, some yoga companies have closed down with many clients having agreed to pay thousands of dollars by instalment and so they are now unable to get anything back. So beware. 


That seems to be it for now.

Cheers
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